BULLETIN DE L'INSTITUT ROYAL DES SCIENCES NATURELLES DE BELGIQUE,
BULLETIN VAN HET KONINKLIJK BELGISCH INSTITUUT VOOR NATUURWETENSCHAFPPEN,

BIOLOGIE, 73: 73-79, 2003
BIOLOGIE, 73: 73-79, 2003

Micrurus isozonus (COPE, 1860) (Serpentes, Elapidae): an addition to the
herpetofauna of Guyana, with comments on other species of coral snakes from

Guyana

by Philippe J.R. KOK, Janis A. ROZE, Georges L. LENGLET, Hemchandranauth SAMBHU & Deokie

ARJOON

Abstract

Micrurus isozonus 1s reported for the first time from Guyana : South
Rupununi Savannahs, Region 9. The two collected specimens are
described and compared to the data from museum specimens from
northern South America. Comparison of the Guyana specimens to
other populations did not show any significant geographical vana-
tion. New data on the diet of the species are given. A brief overview
of the nine species and subspecies of coral snakes reported from
Guyana is offered, with a key for their identification.

Key-words : Micrurus isozonus, South Rupununi Savannahs, Guy-
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Résumeé

Micrurus isozonus est découvert pour la premiere fois au Guyana :
dans les Savanes Sud Rupununi, Région 9. Les deux spécimens re-
coltés sont décrits et comparés a d autres spécimens en collection
provenant du nord de I’ Amérique du Sud. La comparaison des spé-
cimens guyanais avec d’autres populations n’a pas mis en évidence
de variation géographique significative. De nouvelles données con-
cernant 1'alimentation de 1’espéce sont apportées. Une bréve revue
des neuf espéces et sous-especes de serpents corail du Guyana est
donnée ainsi qu'une clé pour leur identification.

Mots-clés : Micrurus isozonus, Savanes Sud Rupununi, Guyana.

Introduction

Micrurus isozonus is a triad type coral snake distributed in
northern South America from Colombia and Venezuela to
northern Brazil. During a recent field trip (April 2002) in the
South Rupununi Savannahs, Region 9, Guyana, two of us
(PK and HS) collected two adult specimens that proved to be
the first record of Micrurus isozonus (COPE, 1860) in Guy-
ana.

We provide below the description of the two specimens col-
lected and comparison with data from additional 59 museum
specimens from Colombia, Venezuela and Brazil. Informa-
tion on the distribution and on the natural history of the spe-
cies is also provided.

Material and Methods

The two specimens, IRSNB 16573 (field number PK471)
and IRSNB 16575 (field number PK473) are adult males col-
lected on April 24™, 2002 in Dadanawa Ranch (N 02°49°30"
W 59°31'34"), South Rupununi Savannahs, Region 9, Guy-
ana (see Fig. 1). Members of the Dadanawa Ranch staff col-
lected the two specimens on the same night and kindly

brought the specimens to our attention. The Dadanawa

Ranch pastures where the specimens were found are in tropi-
cal savannah, at an elevation of around 118 m.

JR took all the data from the museum specimens given In
Table 2 for comparison during his extensive study of the ge-
nus Micrurus (see ROZE, 1955, 1996). We used only the data
of specimens with more or less precise localities, e.g. at least
the country, avoiding imprecise localities given for earlier
specimens, such as «South America» or doubtful localities
such as «Cayenne». Ventrals are counted according to
DOWLING (1951). Museum abbreviations follow standard-
1sed usage (LEVITON et al., 1985).

Description and variation of Micrurus isozonus

Micrurus isozonus (COPE, 1860)
(Fig. 2)

E. [laps] isozonus COPE, 1860, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia, 12: 73.
(Type locality:

Venezuela, restricted to Caracas, Venezuela by Roze, 1955).

Micrurus isozonus : SCHMIDT, 1936, Zool. Ser. Field Mus. Nat. Hist., 2(19):
198.

In their colour pattern and morphology the two Guyanese
specimens are similar, conforming to the characteristics of
Micrurus isozonus (see Table 1 for measurements). Both
have 10+1 black triads on body and tail (10 triads on the body
and one on the tail). The 10" body «triad» of IRSNB 16573 is
composed of 4 black bands. The first triad is complete and
the pale yellow bands (white in preservative) are equal to or a
little longer than the black bands. The black bands are 3-4






