












been described, usually based on colour pattern (Bai-
ley, 1970). Chippaux (1986) expressed doubts about 
the criteria used to define the subspecies, stating that 
O. petola might be a highly variable taxon, or a com-
plex of species.

Material examined – four males, one female, one ju-
venile (Appendix).

Morphology

Maximum total length in our sample is 
1048 mm, maximum reported length is 1100 mm 
(Moonen et al., 1979). Lower labials 10, six in con-
tact with shields; preocular 1; postoculars 2. Measure-
ments of adults are in Table 1. The juvenile measures 
196 mm SVL, tail 60 mm, ventrals 214, subcaudal 
pairs 95. Relative tail length in 22‑24% in males, 
17% in the female, 24% in the juvenile.

Colour and Pattern

Terminology used to describe the colour pat-
tern of Oxyrhopus petola has been inconsistent. Beebe 
(1946) and Abuys (1985) describe the pattern as red 
bands on a black ground; Roze (1966), Chippaux 
(1986) and Starace (1998) describe the pattern as 
alternating black and red bands; Bailey (1970) and 
Kornacker (1999) describe the species as having black 
bands with red interspaces. We follow the latter in 
the interest of consistency within the genus Oxyrho‑
pus, in which the arrangement of black bands is often 
diagnostic.

Relative widths of bands and interspaces are 
variable. Bailey (1970) stated that in Oxyrhopus petola 
from northern South America “…[black] bands [are] 
approximately equal in length, separated by interspac-
es about one scale wide”. In specimens from French 
Guiana and Venezuela the interspaces are approxi-
mately equal in size to the black bands (Roze, 1966; 
Chippaux, 1986; Starace, 1998; Kornacker, 1999). 
Abuys (1985) showed a photo of an individual with 
very narrow and asymmetrical interspaces, and stated 
that interspace width is variable in specimens from 
Surinam. The bands are wider than the interspaces 
in an individual from Surinam photographed by 
Moonen et al. (1979). In some individuals very nar-
row white bands are present between the black bands 
and the red interspaces (Beebe, 1946; Kornacker, 
1999). Melanism was reported by Abuys (1985) and 
Chippaux (1986). Esqueda et al. (2007) reported par-
tial albinism in a specimen from Venezuela.

In specimens from Guyana the interspaces are 
red or reddish brown and the black bands are ap-
proximately 2X the width of the interspaces (bands 
3‑6 scales in width, interspaces 1‑3 scales). Bands 
and interspaces may be asymmetrical. Venter whitish, 
immaculate, with dorsal black bands contacting the 
outer ends of the ventrals (Fig. 4).

Distribution in the Guiana Shield

Oxyrhopus petola is found throughout the Gui-
ana Shield, except Delta Amacuro, Venezuela (Roze, 
1966; Bailey, 1970; Chippaux, 1986; Starace, 1998; 
Kornacker, 1999; Avila-Pires, 2005; Donnelly et al., 

Figure 4: Preserved Oxyrhopus petola from Guyana: A. Dorsal view of CSBD HR 89, B. Ventral view of CSBD HR 89 (photos by 
MK).
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2005). More detailed distribution records have been 
reported by several authors, from habitats ranging 
from forest to savannah to towns (Beebe, 1946; Roze, 
1966; Moonen et al., 1979; Abuys, 1985; Starace, 
1998; Gorzula & Señaris, 1999). Fig. 2 shows distri-
bution in Guyana.

Remarks

Although some recent work has contributed to 
the understanding of the systematics and distribu-
tions of Oxyrhopus, species identifications can still be 
problematic. Some widespread taxa, such as O. formo‑
sus, O. melanogenys and O. petola, may contain more 
than one species. Further study using morphological 
and molecular methods will be necessary to determine 
this.
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Resumo

Existe uma considerável confusão sobre a taxonomia e 
distribuições de Oxyrhopus no norte da América do Sul. 
Os espécimes e registros de Oxyrhopus da Guyana foram 
examinados. Oxyrhopus melanogenys, O. occipitalis e 
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O. petola ocorre na Guyana. Os dados de morfologia e 
coloração destas espécies são apresentados. As distribuições 
destas espécies e caracteres para distinguir essas espécies 
são discutidos.

Palavras-chave: Oxyrhopus formosus; Oxyrhopus 
occipitalis; Oxyrhopus melanogenys; Oxyrhopus petola; 
Oxyrhopus trigeminus; Guyana.
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Appendix

Specimens examined

Oxyrhopus formosus: BRAZIL, Bahia, BMNH 73.8.25.3; COLOMBIA, Santa Rita, N. of Medellin, BMNH 
98.10.27.5‑6.

Oxyrhopus melanogenys: GUYANA, Kalacoon, 6°24’N, 58°39’W, AMNH 8094; Kartabo, 6°21’N, 58°41’W, 
AMNH 98211; Dubulay Ranch, 5°41’N, 57°52’W, AMNH 140898; Berbice River, 5°05’N, 58°14’W, AMNH 
152279, 152280; Iwokrama, 4°45’N, 59°01’W, CSBD HR 251; Wokomung, 4°56’N, 59°55’W, CSBD HR 
700; Kaieteur, 5°11’N, 59°28’W, IRSNB 17912; Kaieteur, 5°08’N, 59°25’W, IRSNB 17940, 17941; Iwokra-
ma, 4°45’N, 59°01’W, MAD 1386; Ayanganna, 5°26’N, 60°00’W, ROM 39439.

Oxyrhopus occipitalis: GUYANA, Kaieteur, 5°11’N, 59°28’W, IRSNB 17913, ROM 42995; Mabura Hill, 
5°09’N, 58°42’W, SMNS 12111.

Oxyrhopus petola: GUYANA, Maripa, 6°46’N, 58°25’W, AMNH 18164; Lama Creek, 6°33’N, 57°57’W, 
AMNH 36099, 36524; Georgetown, 6°48’N, 58°10’W, AMNH 36140; Kartabo, 6°21’N, 58°41’W, AMNH 
98210; Baramita, 7°22’N, 60°29’W, CSBD HR 89.
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